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“The Role of Academia in Socio-Economic Development”

The Centre for Policy Studies (CPS) organized a 1-day seminar on “The Role of Academia in
Socio-Economic Development” at the COMSATS Institute of Information Technology,
Islamabad on 23 February 2013. The seminar was broadcasted live via video link to COMSATS
campuses in Lahore, Abottabad, Vehari, Sahiwal, Attock and Wah. Several eminent
academicians from reputed universities and organizations were present at the occasion. While
inaugurating the seminar, Dr. S.M. Junaid Zaidi, S.I,. Rector, COMSATS, introduced the
rationale for establishing the CPS. He stated that formation of the centre is intended to bridge the
gap between the academia, researchers, and the policy makers and practitioners The Rector
underlined the importance of analyzing and finding local solutions to the pressing problems
faced by Pakistan such as, energy crisis, terrorism, water security issues, unemployment, poverty
etc.

Speaking via video link from the Institute of Business Administration (Karachi), Dr. Ishrat
Husain (Dean and Director, IBA) outlined new initiatives taken by his institute in customizing
business courses for the training of MBAs. In his opinion, it was very essential to forge a strong
academic-industrial linkage for socio-economic development. Foreseeing a youth bulge by 2030
with rising unemployment simultaneously, he suggested a drastic revamp in approaches for
youth employment: startup businesses, floating own companies and applying theoretical
knowledge with hands-on experience. He urged the CPS to emphasize on topical issues viz.,
education, health, water, and energy issues and revamp government rules and manuals.

Dr. Adil Najam, Vice Chancellor, Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) lay
emphasis on the fact that besides attaining education, degrees and jobs, it was very important to
invest in human capital and new ideas. By developing cooperation with public and private sector,
trained managers and IT specialists have already pushed the economy forward. Dr. Faiz
Bilquees, Senior Research Fellow (CPS) cited the experience of Uganda and observed that
commitment for reforms was essential for agricultural production in that country. In Pakistani
milieu, problems of research culture, donor-driven agendas, and forced projects were some of the
issues. Dr. Khalid Riaz (Head of Department, Management Sciences, CIIT Islamabad)
emphasized that mere theoretical academic research (publication of papers) was not enough. The
focus of academia should be to shift its attention to pressing national problems such as water,
energy, food security, unemployment, bad governance, cotton virus etc. Dr. Aurangzeb Z. Khan
(Asstt. Professor, CIIT Islamabad) stated that globalization had led to a virtual explosion of
knowledge. In terms of best practices, one could cite examples of USA and China—although it
depended on each country’s context. Mentioning the primary reason in case of the USA, he said
the ‘revolving door’ system allowed qualified people to circulate in various departments.



Dr. Sania Nishtar (Founder & President, Heartfile) stressed the need for evidence- based research
and long-term vision in health policies. She appreciated the effort of the CPS maiden seminar
that is of crucial significance in such time of crisis in Pakistan. She stressed that the research
should be “loud” and be strongly reflected and incorporated in decision making. Dr. Sania
decried the systematic dismantling of structures in health sector of the country and the bickering
amongst provincial drug regulatory authorities. She stated that there is a lack of accountability
and incentives to institutionalize accountability in the country. Dr. Sania emphasized the need for
lobbying among national think tanks, and devise ways to echo their concerns at national and
provincial levels. Dr. Sania pointed out that the need of the hour is to create the scientific
knowledge that is explicable for decision maker and to create an apex institution to collect,
organize and analyze the necessary national health indicators for better and informed decisions.

Mr. John Mellor (Former Director General, IFPRI) stressed the need for according greater
importance to agriculture research in Pakistan. Agricultural development could solve food
insecurity and promote various agro businesses. Pakistan is a semi arid country and therefore
integration of research with agriculture is essential for socio- economic progress.

Dr. Ashfaq Hasan Khan (Dean, NUST Business School) lamented the prevailing disconnect
between academia and policy practitioners. There was always a dilemma in a democratic set up
as multiple actors are involved in policy-making and politicians have to appease their
constituencies first and foremost. With capacity building and sound research the gap between
theorists and practitioners can be bridged by the Planning Commission as an intermediary. Dr.
Athar Osama (Adjunct Professor, CPS) remarked that Pakistan has progressed well in IT since
2000. However the implementation of IT policy left much to be desired. Pakistan needed to
focus more on R& D  to keep pace with latest developments in IT and Telecommunications. Mr.
Shafqat Kakakhel (Member, Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Institute)
stressed the importance of climate change and its adverse effect on economy, health, human
displacement, and other aspects of life. He explained the challenges cited by the IPCC due to
Climate change and impacts on Pakistan and he stressed that the coming National Climate
Change Policy should offer solutions of problems as recommended by IPCC for Pakistan.

Mr.Khalid Saeed, Director CPS, conveyed the concluding remarks and cordially thanked all the
participants and eminent scholars present at the occasion. He stated that the CPS plans to arrange
a series of similar events over next few months to trigger a constructive and healthy debate on
multifarious development related issues facing the country by involving all the stakeholders and
experts from the relevant fields.

Center for Policy Studies, CIIT
The establishment of Centre for Policy Studies (CPS) at COMSTAS is aimed at bridging the gap
between the Academia, Researchers and the policy formulators and practitioners. COMSATS



had started from a teaching institute in 2000 and since then has grown into strong vibrant
research centre. The CPS is in succession with STEM (Science, technology, Engineering and
mathematics) integrated interdisciplinary research to contribute in policy matters related to socio
economic development.


