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Newspaper

Summary of Items

Trend

Remarks

Dawn

Cabinet decided not to change
BISP name

Positive

Highlighted portion in
the clipping is related to
BISP.

The Nation, Daily
Times, Pakistan Today
News, The News
International, The
Express Tribune,
Pakistan Observer,
Patriot, Daily Jung,
nawa-i-Wagqat, Daily
Express, Jahan Pakistan,
Naye Baat, Daily Dunya,
also carried same news.

The News
International

No Substitute for economic
growth

Positive

Highlighted portion in
the clipping is related to
BISP

Daily Times

Fake account case probe

Negative

Highlighted portion in
the clipping is related to
BISP
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Govt bans IPL
matches telecast, puts
BISP under Ahsas

PM tells cabinet members
not to discuss their
differences openly: new
heads of PIA, OGDCL,
gas utilities appointed

By Syed Irfan Raza

ISLAMABAD: After facing strong
resistance from within the party and
drawing ire of the opposition, the govern-
ment on Tuesday scrapped its plan to
change the name of Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP), but decided
to place it along with other social welfare
schemes under the umbrella of its new
programme, Ahsas.

In a meeting chaired by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, the federal cabinet also
decided to impose complete ban on the
Indian Premier League (IPL) cricket
tournament telecast in a titfor-tat
response to the Indian ban on the recently
held Pakistan Super League (PSL).

The government also appointed heads
of the Oil and Gas Development Company
Limited (OGDCL), Sui Southern Gas
Company Limited (SSGC) and Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL), Pakistan International Airlines
Corporation (PIAC) and Pakistan
Mineral Development Corporation,
reconstituted the boards of several gov-
ernment organisations and decided to
create a new division/ministry.

Taking a serious notice of the ongoing
differences between Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and another
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) leader
Jehangir Tarin, the prime minister, who
also heads the PTI, told the cabinet that
“internal party matters should not be dis-
cussed openly”.

It was observed during the cabinet
meeting that FM Qureshi, who is also PTI
vice-chairman, was sitting guite away
from Mr Khan.

Just a day ago, Mr Qureshi addressing
a press conference along with Punjab
Governor Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar
had said Mr Tarin should not attend cabi-
net meetings after being disqualified by
the Supreme Court.

The foreign minister had also opposed
the government move to change the title
of the BISP which was named after slain
PPP chairperson and former prime minis-
ter Benazir Bhuttto.

Following the cabinet meeting on

, Information Minister Fawad
Chaudhry told the media that the name of

“BISP is not being changed but it will be
placed under the new gramme

will not be changed,” he said while giving
details of the cabinet meeting, “Not only
the BISP burt also all other social welfare
departments will come under the.
umbrella of Ahsas,” he said.

About the TPL, the minister said game
and culture should not be politicised but
the Indian government had first banned
the PSL and targered Pakistani people,
its showbiz people and cricket team.
“India crossed all limits when its team
played a match while wearing caps of
Indian army,” he added.

The information minister said the
prime minister directed the relevant
authorities to prepare a roadmap for
three main crops — wheat, cotton and
rice — to improve their yield.,

About economic situation, he said the
finance minister would soon give details
of government’s economic policies.

Responding to a question regarding
military courts whose two-year term
expired last month, Mr Chaudhry said
the government would not extend the
term of the military courts if it was not
desired by the opposition. “Military
courts were set up under the National
Action Plan and helped eradicating ter-
rorism in the country. But if the opposi-
tion does not want them anymore, the
government will not extend term of the
military courts,” he reiterated.

Asked about reports regarding wrap-
ping up of 18th Amendment in the
Constitution, the minister said except
some clauses overall it was quite benefi-
cial and the government had no plan to
roll it back.

The cabinet also decided to reconsti-
tute the boards of several government
organisations. Air Marshal Arshad Malik
was appointed chairman of the PIA, Mr
Shamsuddin was appointed chairman of
Pakistan Mineral Development Corpor-
ation, Qamar Javed Sharif was made
OGDC chairman, Dr Shamshad Akhtar
was made the head of SSGCL and Syed
Dilawar Abbas new chairman of SNGPL.

In a separate decision, the cabinet
approved release of Rs58 billion funds for
erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (Fara) for its security and develop-
ment works.

The federal cabinet also gave approval
to the formation of a new ministry/divi-
sion to be called Social Protection and
Poverty Alleviation Division to overcome
poverty in the country. Incumbent BISP
chairperson Sania Nishtar will head the
new division.
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~ Cabinet decides not
to change BISP name

‘The Nation

" Wednesday, April 3, 2019
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The Federal Cabinet, which met under

chairmanship of Prime Minister Imran
Khan on Tuesday, decided not to
change name of the Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP).

Addressing a news conference,
Minister for Information and

. Broadcasting Chaudhry Fawad
: Hussain said that the BISp issue was

deliberated in the cabinet meeting and
the government is not going to amend
its name,

The information minister
Categorically announced that the
Bovernment is not going to change
the name of Benazir Bhutto Income
Support Programme (BISP).

He said that financial aid is
provided to poor people through
the BISP, Zakat and Pakistan Baitul
Maal, whereas under the new social
welfare programme, new initiatives
will be taken.

He clarified that the cabinet has
formally approved creation of Social
Protection and Poverty Alleviation Divi-

 sion to be headed by Dr Sania Nishtar

; and it will coordinate functions of
different organisations under the newly

launched Ehsas Programme,
The proposal to amend the BISP
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!ﬁ!;me was floated last week at
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Ghotki

at the meeting of Grand Democratic
Alliance (GDA), a coalition partner of
the ruling PTI which was also attended

- by Prime Minister Imran Khan,

The move drew ire of the PPP which

‘
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 alleged the PTI-led ruling coalition was

trying to change the 18th constitutional g

- amendment that embodies the BISP as &
well. i
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FAKE ACCOUNTS CASE PROBE SHOULD

BE BROUGHT BACK TO SINDH: BILAWAL

- By Jamal Dawoodpoto

Palistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairman oBbilswal Bhulg;v

Zardari on Tuesday reiterated his party’s objections to the

transfer of the fake accounts case from Karachi to Rawalpindi,

stressing that the rule of law should be similar for all citizens.
"Bhutto fan:li}%r-a had a!wm

been persecuted in Rawalpindi,

Bilawal while addressing a press “

conference after i rating new ¥

Cardiac Complex of NICVD build- S
ing at Chandka Medical College SAY$ center not
Hospital in Larkana. o .
said th;ﬁe probe be mdanger
brought back to Si
imvesiguion is held [ the because of 18th
Commined i s o el oo~ Amendment
tion and we will continue to raise
on all platforms,” he said. but due to its
““An exception is being created e
for the Bhattos that their rals will  failed policies
always be held in Rawalpindi," he R
said. “The same law should apply to all Pakistanis. This is wh: we
say that is being exacted under the guise of ac _
e e I et e e Mias
T T e
aﬂhisappmlshadnhuﬂedﬂ:maﬂ?gkﬁa:ns[ﬁgmaMI
should be arrested only after they are convicted,” he said.

mmc&rmmcimuhﬁna'mthnﬂw

arrest of Owais Muzzafar alias Tappi - who is said to be the foster

_brother of former president Asif Ali Zardari - as "false”, saying that

such news was being spread so that the government can deflect
attention from the “petrol bomb" that had been dropped on the pub-
ﬁc.nhpmﬁaﬂnmmﬁﬁmthmm;&?vemmg&gm
increased the prices of all petroleum products by 6.45 per

"I_havcmmmwilhﬂwaissahibfwﬂupastmeorm
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ars but a know this news was false,” he told reporters.
wﬁzg:émm are drowning in the tsunami of infla-
tion ever since Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insafl came to power,” he said.
*This is a strange government, where the finance minister says
that economic policies will make people scream. Instead of pro-
viding them relief to people, they are tormenting people with their
economic policies.” : :

Wy SSAd

Fake accounts case
probe should be
brought back to

Sindh: Bilawal

Continued from Page Al

Khan for saying that he will not come to Ghotki to ask
for votes but to work for the people’s development,

He was referring to the prime minister remarking during his
Saturday speech in Ghotki that although he can form a govern-
ment (at the center) “withowt Sindh”.

However, according to the PPP chairman, Ghotki’s resi-
dents would have been “insulted” over the prime minister's
comments “as the latter had implied that Sindh held no elec-
toral importance”.

“A prime minister comes to [the people| and says that 1
don’t need Sindh; what kind of a statement is this?” Bilawal
said.

“You are the prime minister of all of Pakistan. You are not
the prime minister of one provinee or one city or one seat. You
should apologise [for your remarks], how can you say this, how
can you use such words?”

He went on to say that center was not in danger because of
18th Amendment but due to failed policies of the incumbent
government. -

Bilawal- also condemned reports that the government
intended to change the name of Benazir Income Support
Programme, and declared that “Benazir Bhutto lives in the
hearts of every Pakistani woman and cannot be driven out”.

When asked about a recent incident in Ghotki, where two
sisters were allegedly forcibly converted from Hinduism and
married to Muslim men, Bilawal said that the practice was
“against our religion as well as our traditions”,

“We don't want forced conversions to happen anywhere in
the country. PPP has a very clear stance on this [issue],” the
PPP chairperson declared, urging all political parties to adopt
the same stance so that a law against forced conversions can be
passed on a federal level.

B ilawal also heaped criticism ‘on Prime Minister Imran
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Cabinet bans broadcast of
IPL matches in Pakistan

' Federal cabinet approves
creation of new division for
poverty alleviation

- Information minister
says no plan in sight to
rename BISP

Staff Report

he federal cabinet on Tuesday formal-

ly approved creation of a new divi-

sion for social protection for the poor
and poverty alleviation from the country.

Briefing media persons about the deci-
sions of cabinet meeting chaired by Prime
Minister TImran Khan, Minster for
Information and Broadcasting Chaudhry
Fawad Hussain said the new division head-
ed by Dr Sania Nishtar would be named
'Sacial Protection and Poverty Alleviation
Division'.

For the first time in the country’s histo-
ty, a full-fledged division was being created
for poverty alleviation, he added.

The minister also made it clear that the
government had no intention to change the
name of Benazir Income Support
Programme. It had launched Ehsas pro-

“gramme for poverty alleviation, under

which loans would be provided to the job-
less youth and to the homeless people for
the construction of houses.

He said the cabinet also approved a
budget of Rs 57.3 billion for Khassadars and
other law enforcement forces working in
the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal
Areas. The minister said the cabinet also
gave approval to the decisions taken by the
Economic Coordination Council (ECC).

“he added.

He said the Prime Minister directed to
prepare a complete roadmap regarding pro-
curement of wheat, cotton, and rice lo ben-
efit the farmers. Export of cone million tons
of surplus wheat was approved by the cabi-
net, he added.

Chaudhry Fawad said it was the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government's
efforts due to which the sugarcane growers
got suitable prices of their crop for the first
time. The prime minister also advised to
evolve a comprehensive policy to sel prices
of vehicles so that the consumers were
saved from overcharging, he added.

The minister said the cabinet also
apEroved ban on the broadcast of India’s
IPL matches in Pakistan. India missed no
ggdponunity to harm Pakistan’s cricket, he

ed

Pakistan believed that sports, culture,
and other showbiz activities should not be
politicized, but India adopted an aggressive
against Pakistani players and artists,

He said the Indian broadcaster pulled
out from broadcasting Pakistan Super
League (PSL) matches to harm Pakistan's
cricket and the decision to ban airing the
Indian Premier League (IPL) matches was
taken in that background.

Tt does not make sense for us to allow
an Indian domestic tournament to be pro-
moted here.”

He said the cabinet also gave approval

to the appointment of Arshad Malik as the
Chief Executive Officer of Pakistan
International Airlines.

The cabinet also approved reconstitu-
tion of the boards of Pakistan Mineral
Development Corporation, Oil and Gas
Development Authority, Sui Southern Gas
Company, and Sui Northern Gas Pipelines
Ltd, he added.

Responding to various questions, he
said Federal Minister for Finance Asad
Umar would present a comprehensive eco-
nomic roadmap. He said Minister for
Energy Umar Ayub would soon announce a
roadmap for energy.

About military courts, the minister said |
at the time of approval of, National Action
Plan, the decision in that regard was made in
consensus and now extension in their tenure
would also be decidéd in consensus with all
the political forces. However, he said the
political parties should keep the national
interest in mind while making a decision
about the mili courts, and should not
attach the issue of accountability with it.

He said during the last 10 years, Sindh
got almost Rs 9 trillion as its share of NFC
award, however, the amount was transferred
abroad instead of being spent on the peo-
ple’s welfare.

To a question, he said overall the 18th
Constitutional Amendment was a good
piece of legislation, but there was a need to
review its some portions in national interest.



CABINET APPRO
DIVISION, WON'T RENAME BISP

ISLAMABAD
STAFF REPORT

HE federal cabinet on Tuesday

approved the creation of a new

division named Social Protec-

tion and Poverty Alleviation Di-

vision and decided against
renaming Benazir Income Support Pro-
gramme (BISP). The cabinet’s decisions
were announced at a press conference
held by Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry,

The minister sai." that the new divi-
sion will be headed by Dr Sania Nishtar
and it will coordinate functions of differ-
ent organisations under the newly
launched Ehsas Programme. Fawad said
the new poverty alleviation programme
envisages provision of health cards and
affordable housing facilities for low-in-
come people. The minister also made it
clear that the government is not going to

.

PAKISTAN TODAY

NEWS

change the name of BISP. He said that fi-

nancial aid is provided to poor people

. through BISP, Zakat, and Pakistan Bait-

ul-Maal, whereas under the new social
welfare programme new initiatives will
be taken. He said that health cards, kafalat
and affordable housing scheme will be
launched by the prime minister soon and
Ehsas will facilitate the poor people of
Pakistan.
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Fake news created
to divert attention

Bilawal says people crying over inflation; Sindh's record
best in collecting taxes; govt would not blame 18th
Amendment for shortage of funds if collected properly;
BISP's name change demanded by GDA, which will now face
the public; PM should apologlse for insulting, people and
Constitution; offers services of Sindh govt for estahhstung
cardiac care facilities like NICVD

M Wagar Bhattl/News come bankrupt due to the 18th the GDA

3 - Amendment.” In fact, the coun- wmww:mwm‘
LARKANA: The Chairman Pak- try has become bankrupt due face the people. _
istan People’s Party, Bilawal to the govemment's failure to  Talking to newsmen after
Bhutto Zardari, on Tuesday achieve

claimed that after the 18th m:get.&saki ‘ssnhstax complex in Larkana, B
Amendment, the Sindh govern- collection was 9 percent higher termed the news of the arrest ’
ment had performed better than the target and was better of Owais Muzaffar Tappi from
than other provincial govern- than others. TR Dubai as fake news. He said it |
ments against hopes of those --." ging the name of was being spread to divert the -
whowanl.edﬂieone—mntam_ » Benaz e Support attention of people from the -
claimed that the the P1T peholbombﬂmppedhythe
could not perform. “On has not p:

other hand, thepﬁmermmster tion, so how could (!

lslwlgmalthecmnmhasbe— mw BIS

“—
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The News International, Wednesday, April 3, 201.

demanded -
" | has assumed power, the people
+|are “drowning in tsunami of

llection inaugurating the néw NI i
% af:g: ing people and the Constitution.
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Fake news created
to divert attention

Continued from Page 1
Denying any imminent joint
movement with the PML-N, he
said former prime minister Mian
Nawaz Sharif would be focusing
on his treatment, but added he
believes the opposition political
.| parties should sit together in the
larger interest of people. Com-
menting on the economic situa-
tion, he said since Imran Khan

price hike.” He asked the prime
minister to apologise for insult-

He demanded Prime Minister
Imran Khan to tender an apol-
ogy for his statement against
18th Amendment and the Con-
stitution of Pakistan. “Peoples
Party is not going to be scared
ﬁe puppet government,” he

Responding to the queries of
newsmen, he said (Rawal) Pindi

- | was like ‘Karbala for the Bhut-

tos', saying under the law an ac-
cused is tried only in the juris-
is committed. “It is political vic-
timisation and political engi-
neering in the name of account-
ability and we demand that
arrest should only be made if an

accused is convicted like former jibe

prime minister Nawaz Sharif,
who was arrested after due
legal process,” he maintained.
On forced conversions, the
PPP chairperson said they are
inst Islam and the Constitu-
tion and the PPP would resist

He offered services of the
Sindh to the federal
and provincial governments in

ing cardiac-care facili-

establishing ;

ties like the National Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases
(NICVD), saying they should

learn from Sindh in providing

free and quality cardiac care fa-
cilities to the people of Pak-
istan. “I would request the Sindh
chief minister to send letters to
the health ministers of the fed-
eral and provincial governments
offering them help in establish-
ing such institutions from
Cholistan to Gujjar Khan, from
P‘atawi"mhgwaramiﬂ\erestof

the country.

Accompanied by Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Executive Director
NICVD Dr Nadeem Qamar, PPP
Sindh President Nisar Khuhro,
Adviser Information Barrister
Murtaza Wahab and other PPP
leaders, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
inangurated the 60-bed NICVD
Larkana Complex. It is a full-
fledged cardiac hospital with fa-
cilities for all types of cardiac
surgeries and procedures, diag-
nostics and treatment. The com-
plex was earlier serving as a
satellite center for the NICVD
Karachi.

Terming the NICVD as an ex-
ample of good governance by
the PPP-led Sindh government,
Bilawal said the PPP is serving
the people through state-of-the-
art health facilities instead of
giving them ‘showcase buses’
and ‘tree projects’. Flinging a
at Prime Minister Imran for
establishing a cardiac facility in
Gwadar with the UAE funding,
he said “countries can't be run
on charities.”

Felicitating the Executive
Director NICVD, Prof. Nadeem
Qamar and his entire team, he
maintained that the PPP-led

provincial government had es-
tsblished world class health fa-
cilities in the entire pmﬂﬂce

and even from Afghanistan a
availing free of charge quality
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“Tuesday to ban broad- !
cast of the - culture, and other showbiz

activities should not be politi-
cised, but India adopted an
aggressive posture against.
Pakistani players and artists.
The Ministry of Infor
proposed to the cabinet to im-
Pakistan. t pose ban on telecasting IPL.
“The Indian broadcaster matchesin Pakistan.
pulled out from broadcast-
ing the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) matches 1o
harm Pakistan’s cricket and
the decision to ban airing the
, IPL matches was taken in that

League (IPL) ma
Pakistan in a tit f
masxmilarmmby
] the

After the cabinet's endorse- |
ment of the ban, the Pakistan
Electronic Media Re
Authority (Pemra)
sure that no [PL match is now
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Cabinet bans IPL broad
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Programme (BISP), but it
wmﬂdsoon]aunchasimﬂar

tives would also be taken
under the banner of Ahsas,
but the BISP's name will
not be changed.” The de-
cision comes a day after
the Pakistan Peoples Party
submitted two different
resolutions in legislative as-
semblies, asking the govern-
ment to refrain from taking
any such action.

PM Imran Khan had ca-
sually hinted at renaming
the BISP during his visit
to Sindh's Ghotki district

on Saturday. However, t0p
lamhipofﬂwmlinspmv
also seemed to be divided on
the issue as Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi took

=

‘separate stance on the BISP
name change.

“Personally, I am not in
favour of changing name of
the BISP,” the foreign minis-
ter said when quizzed by the
media in Multan on Sunday.
“[Changing the name] is a
legislative matter and a legal
process must be followed in
this case,” he had said.

The information minis-
ter said the federal cabinet/
formally approved creation
of a new division for
protection of the poor an
poverty alleviation. The :
division, headed by Dr
Nishtar, would be named
‘Social Protection and Poverty
Alleviation Division'.

“For the first time in th
country's history, a full
fledged division is being cre
ated for poverty alleviation.
Umhhsaspropammefmg

shown on any TV channel, he

castin Paklstan

» ey vy g § FYSW Bt

less people for the
tion of houses,” he said.

The minister said th
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Ins
(PT1)-led government i
taking all necessary steps
to eradicate poverty an
launching a new social
fare pmgn:nme is



Govtnot to
Constitutio

18th
Amendment

change BISP tife: Asad

TARIO SAEED
PESHAWAR

Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser
Tuesday clarified the federal government
was not mulling to change the title of
Benazir Income Support Program (BISP)
nor it has any intentions to repeal the
18th Constitutional Amendment. While
speaking at a ceremony in Swabi, Asad
Qaisar brushed aside all ruomours in this
regards saying the centre was enjoying
limited powers and Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s statement regarding the amend-
- ment should not be taken wrongly.

To a query regarding Prime Minister
Imran Khan address at a rally at Khangarh
in Ghotki on Saturday where in Khan was
quoted as saying that after the 18th
Amendment, the federation has become
bankrupt and that the Center had to face
fiscal shortfall to the tune of Rs 600 billion
due to debt servicing, federal transfers to
the provinces and defense budget that
leaves nothing for development, the
speaker said PM Khan was misquoted.
‘Prime Minster Imran Khan has no plans
to changing Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram (BISP) nor the government has the
intentions to repeal the 18th Constitutional
Amendment’. Asad Qaisar maintained.

To a question on increase in the in-

crease in petroleum prices, he said the
step was taken with a heavy heart’ as the
prices of petroleum products have jacked
up in the international market. The NA
speaker maintained he was striving to
take everyone on board in the house in
order to ensure smooth and effective
working of the parliament.

APP adds:-He said that at a cost of
Rs 1.6 billion gas supply project would
be completed in all those areas of the
district where gas is yet to be supplied.
He said that a survey for construction of
Engineering University in the district has
been completed, adding the university
would have modern technology, Civil
Aviation, Hydel, Maritime departments.

The Speaker further said that one
Women and Children hospital is being
constructed in Kunda area the district to
provide best health facilities to local
people. He said the government was tak-
ing measures for uplift of women folk,
uplift of agriculture sector and for the
purpose the government would provide
Rs 110 million interest free loans besides
spending Rs 1100 million under poverty
alleviation program. Asad Qaiser said that
soon the Prime Minister Imran Khan
would inaugurate international standard
Rashakai industrial zone that would pro-
vide immense opportunities to the local

people.
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Name of BISP not |
being ch

StarF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD

Days after the federal
government’s reported in-
tention to amend the name
of the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP) drew
ire of the PPP, Information
. Minister Fawad Chaudhry
| on Tuesday announced that
" the name of the cash trans-
fer poverty programme
‘would not be changed.

Addressing a news con-
erence in Islamabad, the min-
ister revealed that the recent
controversy regarding re-
‘ports of a planned change in
the name of BISP was dis-
cussed by the federal cabi-
net in its meeting on Tues-
day, and clarified that “the
name of the programme is not
being amended.”

The minister announced
that the cabinet, which met
with Prime Minister Imran
Khan in the chair, had de-
cided to raise a new division
for poverty alleviation, which
he claimed was a first in
Pakistan’s history. It will be
called the Social Protection
and Poverty Alleviation Di-
vision.

Dismissing rumours of
BISP being done away with,
he said the government has
introduced a poverty allevia-
tion programme under which
_various social welfare
‘schemes such as the Sehat
Insaf Card, business loans
and low-cost  housing

rogramme will be run.

“BISP will continue in its
place but these programmes
will be launched in addition
to it under the umbrella of the
‘Ehsas’ programme,” the
minister revealed.

OBSERVER

It was earlier reported
that during his visit to
Sindh’s Ghotki district on
Saturday, Prime Minister
Imran Khan had reportedly
agreed with  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf allies that
the name of BISP should be
changed after they alleged
that the PPP was misusing
the poverty alleviation
project.

The PPP had vowed to
resist the reported plan tooth
and nail, with its chairperson
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari alleg-
ing that thc government was
“conspiring” to wrap up
BISP by initially changing its
name and then reducing its
funds.

The federal cabinet also
decided to ban the telecast
of Indian Premier League
(IPL) cricket matches in Pa-
kistan in the wake of “propa-
ganda” carried out by India
against Pakistan in recent
weeks, Chaudhry said.

He said the government
believes that political con-
flicts should not be allowed
to impact sports and culture.

“However, we saw the
attitude that [India] main-
tained against Pakistani citi-
zens, actors, artists and crick-
eters.” the minister said, add-
ing that the wearing of mili-
tary caps by Indian cricket
players during a match
against Australia was “the
limit” for Pakistan.

Additionally, Chaudhry
recalled that the official Indian
broadcaster was made to pull
out of the fourth edition of
the Pakistan Super League
(PSL) in the middle of the tour-
nament following  the
Pulwama attack in order to

anged: Fawad

He said the Ministry of
Information had proposed the
cabinet ban on IPL because
after “India made an
organised effort to harm
cricket in Pakistan, it doesn’t
make sense for us to allow an
Indian domestic tournament
to be promoted here”.

After the cabinet’s ens
dorsement of the ban, the Pa-
kistan Electronic Media Regu-
latory Authority (Pemra) will
ensure that [PL matches are
not shown on any TV chan-
nels, Chaudhry said. Among
other decisions taken by the
cabinet, a budget of Rs57.3
billion has been approved to
be transferred to the former
Fata region for Khasadar and
other security forces, the in-
formation minister said,
ing that “it is very important
the merger of Fata [with
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa] is
completed.”

cpararely, the cabinet

“confirmed the appointment of

Air Marshal Arshad Malik as
the CEO of the Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines.

New boards have been
constituted of: the Pakistan
Mineral Development Corpo-
ration, to be chaired by
Shamsuddin Ahmed Sheikh;
Oil and Gas Development
Company Ltd, to be chaired
by Qamar Javed Sharif, Sui
Southem Gas Company Lim-
ited, to be chaired by Dr
Shamshad Akhtar and Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines Lim-
ited, to be chaired by Syed
Dilawar Abbas.

Prime Minister Khan dur-
ing the meeting directed offi-
cials to prepare a comprehen-
sive policy roadmap for the
development of wheat, cotton

harm the league: - ——and rice crﬁ.' in Pakistan. |




Patriot

Govt not changmg BISP's name, launchmg
similar 'Ahsas' project Fawad

fﬁﬁ“mmsm The fedcral GHbIRM
formally creation of a
" new division in name of social pro-
g tection and poverty alleviation.
‘f This was announced by Information

| Minister Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
' m a news briefing in Islamabad |

Ti

He smd the federal cabinet, which |
met in Islamabad on Tuesday with 1
Prime Minister Imran Khan in the |
chair, also approved a budget of 573
bﬂlmmpeesfwl(iwdarandotheri
I'mwkmgmeﬁwhﬂeﬁ\m |

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain also made

it clear that the government is not '
: tochangeh name of Benazir Irggnm's

Programme. l[esmdﬁnancm],
ai is provided to poor ¢ through |
BISP, Zakaat, and Pamn Bait- h]
Maal, whereas under the new social
welfare new initiatives will
be taken. He said health cards, kafalat

and affordable housing scheme to be
' launched by the Prime Minister soon
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here is no substitute for eco-

nomic growth. Can you guess

how many years it has been

since Pakistan's economy
grew at a higher rate than India’s? It was
all the way back in the year 2000, when
India grew at 3.84 percent and Pakistan
grew at 4.26 percent. That was nearly
two decades ago.

How about the last time Pakistan had
two eonsecufive years in which it grew
its economy at a higher rate than India?
Can you guess how long ago that hap-
pened? It was 1991 and 1992. India grew
at 1.06 percent and 5.48 percent. Pak-.
istan grew at 5.06 percent and 7.71 per-
cent. That is nearly three decades ago.

The disparity in economic growth
with India is not new, but it has - to Pak-
istan's great detriment - largely been a
phenomenon that was neglected by Pak-
istani economic policy elites. This is not
surprising.

The youngest members of the eco-
nomic policy elites in Pakistan today
tend to be over the age of sixty. These
folks were at least in their early thirties

in 1991. It isn't surprising that India's _

dramatic story of economic growrh has
escaped this generation.

Anchoring bias is what happens
when the first data points that you are
exposed to set the benchmarks for how
you perceive all future data points. If
you trained as an economist or finance
specialist in-the 1970s or 1980s, your
first exposure to the Indian economy
was a derisive term called the ‘Hindu
rate of growth’, which Western
economists used to employ to sneer at
the socialist values that drove India at
steady but low rates of economic
growth for the first three decades after
1947.

Pakistani policy elites suffer from
this anchoring bias. Until the 1990s, Pak-
istanis had a legitimate complacency
about their country’s economy. It was a
juggemant throughout the 1960s, it had
a quickie romance with socialism in the
1970s, and it had the benefit of a gener-

ous endorsement from Ronald Reagan's

America in the 1980s. A thirty or forty
something economist would have en-
tered the 1990s with a decidedly confi-
dent view-about Pakistan's future, and at
least a hint of derision for India’s back-
wardness.

Fast forward thirty years, and Pak-
istan is staring down the barrel of the
same gun; no matter what hole it peeks
into: there just isn't enough money.

Still stuck on the container, and eas-
ily lured into speaking from it, the PTI -
from the prime minister on down to the
finance minister, through the array of in-
fighting senior ministers - seems to think
that blaming the past is an adequate po-
litical strategy for the future. It may well
be. In the age of Modi, Brexit and Trump,
any fiction with enough trolls to back it
can win the day. But there are plenty of
serious people in the government too.
And they know that the fiscal crisis in
Pakistan is a generational issue.

The problem of not having enough

money has eight separate dimensions. -

The first of these is compromised
sovereignty and autonomy. The need to

The writer is an analyst and
commentator.

borrow foreign currency denominated
debt comes with strings. Exhibit A? The
notion of a free-float currency in which
the IMF will “allow” the State Bank a
fixed amount to spend on ing the
currency. Pakistan is forced to cede its
sovereign right to manage its currency
because it doesn't-have enough money.
The second dimension of not having
enough money is the default restriction
it places on national security spending.
Last year, India entered the world's top
five in security spending at $63.9 billion.
Pakistan's total allocations for its mili-
tary are less than one-sixth of India’s, at
roughly $10 billion. In fact, India’s new
weapons programme alone exceeds
Pakistan’s entire military budget. This
doesn't just have implications for war-
readiness. It also affects how countries

After eight months in
power, it is clear that the
PTI government will not
be able to deliver a major
boost in economic growth
in the coming fiscal year

treat Pakistan. If Pakistan could afford
the military hardware spending spree
that India is on, would France be bend-
ing over as far backwards as it is to try
to please Ajit Doval at the UN Security
Coungil?

The third dimension of not having
enough money is the limited ability of the
government to help those in greatest
need. The prime minister's compassion
for the most vulnerable Pakistanis is
being formulated into policy by the inde-
fatigable Dr Sania Nishtar. Notwithstand-
ing the unfortunate rumours about a po-
tential remaming of BISP, the
government's anti-poverty plans under
the Ehsaas banner are laudable. The key
challenges, other than administrative vi-
tality will be just how much more can be
squeezed out of a programme that many
believe has not been able to keep up with
the cost of living. Pakistan should be pro-
viding twice as much to BISP beneficia-
ries, and it should expand the net of ben-
eficiaries to twice as many as the current
six million. But doing so costs money.
Money that the country does not have.

The fourth dimension of not having
enough money is inadequate and insuf-
ficient service delivery. Pakistan cannot
provide clean drinking water to nearly
25 million citizens. It cannot offer

to over 22 million children. Its
infant and child mortality rates are
among the highest for a country of this
size and GDP. Malnutrition causes scan-
-dalous levels of stunting and wasting.
Among the many causes for such a de-
plorable state of service delivery is not

-
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The fifth dimension of not having
enough money is that it forces the
country to make insufficient invest-
ments in infrastructure. Both the State,
Bank and the World Bank have esti-
mated that Pakistan needs an annual
infrastructure investment of between
6 percent and 9 percent of GDP. This
equates to a minimum of $18 billion -
every single year. This means that for-
infrastructure building alone, the
country needs to collectively allocate
over Rs2,500 to the PSDP and provin-
cial ADPs. Pakistan has not ap-
proached anything close to this level,
ever.

The sixth dimension of not having
enough money is what heavy domestic
borrowing by the government does to
investment at home. It crowds out the
private sector, and makes banks and fi-
nancial institutions fat and lazy.

The seventh dimension is how a
fight for money corrodes national co-
hesion, as is manifest in the building
narratives around the National Finance
Commission award.

, the eight dimension of not
having enough money is that it lends
the country's system to seek quick
fixes, which causes a host of fallacious
diagnostics about why there isn't
enough money.

The current leadership'’s obsessions
reek of such fallacious diagnostics.
Corruption, external debt and the cur-
rent account deficit have fuelled the
PTI government's insistence that Pak-
istan’s problems can be solved by find-
ing stolen money, by avoiding the IMF
(hence the seven-month delay in final-
izing a programme), and by reducing
imports.

But not enough money, at the end of
the day, is about low economic growth.
In an economy that isn't growing, even
high tax rates will not be able to pay for
what the government needs. After eight
months in power, it is clear that the PTI
government will not be able to deliver a
major boost in economic growth in the
coming fiscal year. But what should
worry all PTI supporters, and all Pak-
istanis at large, is the continued absence
of seriousness within the government
about the fiscal regime.

The least this government can do is to

ensure that it plans for adequate mea- .

sures to extract a fair share from those in
this country whose wealth is entirely a
product of being from here, of conduct-
ing business here, of enjoying the secu-

rity provided by the armed forces here, -

and of driving on the streets here.
Wealthy Pakistanis need to pay enough
inte the system to keep the country sol-
vent. Fortoolons.theirwealthhasbeen
subsidized by an egregiously regressive
set of taxation measures that punish mid-
dle class and working class Pakistanis
who have to pay GSTs and withholding
taxes on all kinds of basic necessities.

There is no substitute for economic
growth, but there is a stop gap: it is a fair
andjustﬁscalrmmwhidlﬂ\epoor
and middle-income groups of the coun-
try are punished the least for living in a
badly governed country.

0 substitute for ©

economic growth



